
The 44th president of the United States of America – 
President Barack Obama 

 
Barack Hussein Obama was born on August 4, 1961 in Hawaii. His father, 
Barack Obama, Sr. was from Kenya, and grew up herding goats. His mother, 
Stanley Ann Dunham, was from Wichita, Kansas, but her family moved to 
Honolulu, Hawaii, when she was in high school. Barack's mother and father 
divorced when Barack was three years old. His father moved back to Kenya, and 
his mother stayed in Hawaii to raise Barack, Jr.  

Barack's mother remarried a man from Indonesia, Lolo Soetoro, when Barack 
was six years old. The new family soon moved from Hawaii to Jakarta, 
Indonesia. In 1970, Barack's half-sister, Maya, was born.  

Barack went to school in Jakarta, where classes were taught in the Indonesian 
language. To make sure that Barack stayed fluent in English, Barack's mother 
would wake him early every morning to practice the language. Young Barack 
complained, but his mother persisted.  

When he was 10 years old, Barack was sent back to Hawaii to live with his 
grandparents and attend a new school, The Punahou Academy. Barack grew 
close to his grandparents, but at school, Barack felt like he stood out. He soon 
found ways to fit in, however. He became an honor student and also a very good 
basketball player.  

Barack Obama's mother and sister moved back to Hawaii to be with Barack in 
1972. The family stayed together for four years, until Barack's mother decided to 
return to Indonesia to help the people there. Barack decided to stay behind in 
Hawaii with his grandparents. He was 14 years old.  

After Barack graduated from The Punahou Academy, Barack moved to California 
to go to school at Occidental College. After two years there, Barack decided to 
go to a different school. This time he moved to New York City, and attended 
Columbia University, where he studied politics. He graduated in 1983.  

After he finished college, Barack wanted to help people. He looked for a job as a 
community organizer, a person who brings people together to fight for their rights 
and needs. For three years, Barack worked as a community organizer in 
Chicago. He helped churches and housing project leaders make the community 
a better place.  



In 1988, Barack decided to become a lawyer. He moved to Boston, and went to 
school at Harvard University Law School. At Harvard, he became the first 
African-American president of the Harvard Law Review. While he was going to 
school, he met another lawyer named Michelle Robinson. Barack and Michelle 
fell in love. After Barack graduated from law school in 1991, he and Michelle 
married. They had two daughters together: Malia and Natasha.  

Barack and his family moved together to Chicago, and Barack began working as 
a civil rights lawyer. Civil rights lawyers protect people from receiving unfair and 
unequal treatment. He also continued his work as a community organizer, taught 
lawyers at the University of Chicago, and helped people register to vote. He also 
wrote a book about his life, called Dreams from My Father.  

Barack's wife Michelle also worked to help people. She led a training program 
that taught young adults new skills so that they could get jobs. She also helped 
the University of Chicago start a community service program, and worked for the 
University of Chicago Hospitals.  

In 1996, Barack Obama ran a campaign to become a Democratic Illinois state 
senator. He won the election, and was re-elected in 1998 and again in 2002. 
Then in 2004, Barack ran a campaign to become a United States senator. He 
gave a speech in front of many politicians at the Democratic National 
Convention, and asked the American people to become united and forget their 
differences. The speech was very popular, and helped Barack win 70 percent of 
the votes, and the election.  

In 2006, Barack wrote a second book. It was called The Audacity of Hope. In the 
book, Barack talked about his political ideas and the future of America. The book 
won many awards, and has been translated into more than 10 languages 
including Italian, Russian and Indonesian.  

In 2008, Barack Obama decided to run for President of the United States. He ran 
against Republican John McCain. On November 4, 2008, Barack Hussein 
Obama was elected the 44th President of the United States of America. He is the 
first African-American president of the nation. He is also the first Hawaiian 
president. 


